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the best part of the way to Gange, were informed that the Nabob had passed
on to Dum Dumma on which they followed him and running through the
re^r of his army came up with him in the town of Calcutta itself. On their
admittance to the Nabob, they represented that as they expected to have
met him at Gange in a favourable disposition towards a peace with the
English, they could not l?ut be greatly surprized in finding him entered in
an hostile manner ii^to their very city, and that, unless he would manifest
some desire of,a peace by withdrawing his troops from the neighbourhood
of Calcutta, they could not enter upon the business they came about. The
Nabob refused to comply ^with their proposition and treating them with no
small haughtiness they took their leave and returned to me late in the
evening.
4.    As I now plainly perceived he only meant to amuse us and that the
little opposition he had received served rather to elate his hopes than incline
him to moderate measures, I determined to attack him the next morning
before day break, while two thirds of his army were still encamped without
the Morattos Ditch,2 for when they had once passed and got into the streets
of the town, it would be too late to attempt it.   Another pressing reason for
the immediate execution of this enterprize, notwithstanding the smallness of
my force/wais the sudden distress/we found 'ourselves in upon the approach
of the Nabob's arrriy, by a general desertion of our workmen, coolies and
servants, the breaking up of our markets and no provisions to be had but
what was supplied from the fort by water, in which condition we could not
have continued long, but must have retreated into the fort with .disgrace.   I
therefore desired Admiral Watson to assist me with five or six hundred sea-
men principally for drawing the artillery and carrying ammunition which he
readily complied with, and about 3 in the morning, I marched out with nearly
rny whole force leaving only a few Europeans with 200 new raised bucksarees
to guard our camp.   About 6 we entered the enemies* camp in a thick fog and
crossed it in about two hours with considerable   execution.   Had   the, fog
cleared up as it usually does about 8 o'clock when we were entire masters of
the camps without the ditch, the action must have been decisive, instead of
which it thickened and occasioned our mistaking the way.   I avoid troubling
you with the particulars of this undertaking as they are fully set down in my
journal of, military occurrences;
5.   The next day being the 6th, the Nabob decamped and removed to
Dura Dumma and the Armenian was again sent to me with a letter from
Rungeet Roy desiring, if we meant peace, to transmit our proposals to the
N^bob who was inclined to ^comply with them.   Accordingly, the Select Com-
mittee was consulted and the articles agreed on and forwarded.   But the
Nabob   prop6sing  to   sign   them  in   an   evasive   manner,   a   second   copy
was sent to him to execute in positive terms, which he did, at least what were
deemed   tantamount,  and   immediately   set   forward   to   Muxadavad   with
all Ms forces.                                                     . -     .
6.   Just at this time  he had received  advice  that  the  Afghans  had
defeated the Mogtil arid *the& leate tiad seized the Government assuming
the title of AhmuJi Shaw" Shahawn Shah.   Orders were immediately issued
for coins for this province to lie struck HI the name of the new Emperor,
PHI the Nabob, it is supposed, is hurrying to his frontiers to make an alliance